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Experts debate at
solid waste forum

By WILL HEATH
.St. Clglir Times editor

PELL CITY — “We

. already. have a huge landfill -

that’s accepting all of St Clair
County’s waste. Why would
we want another facility that's

aing to bring more garbage
into our county? What's in it
for the cirizens?”

The qudstion.— posed by’
Moody residenc Carol Watson
— was essentially the core of

.Friday’s Solid Whaste Forum
ar the Pell City Center. The
forum was the second of ics
“kind ~ a similar. debare ook
place’a week prior — and
‘'once again featured represen-
, tatives from Plasma  Wasce
Recyeling as well as Veolia
.- Epvironmental Services.

Plasma = ‘and its parent
. company, Southeast Ecological
and Energy Services = entered
into a conteact with St. Clair
County in late January, with
the agreemenc contingent
upon at least lﬁw-. of the coun-
ty's municipalities agreeing ‘to.
send its ggrbagc t% PV?R‘;
- new plasma gasification facil-
ity. Veolia — which handles.
F:\r e and nuintains two
andfills in che county — has
raised strenuous objections to
the agreement,

In response to the many
questions posed by che
coungy’s municipal officials,
the Birmingham Regional
Planning Commission facili-
tated Friday's discussion, the
second of its kind (the frst
was held earlier this month
at-Jefferson State Community
College in Pell Cicy). Steve
Ostaseski _from the RPC
served as the moderator.

The conversation featured
scientists and lawyers on
. either side; debaring' the ins

and outs both of the process
_and the agreement. Students
* from various classes at Pell
Ciity High also acended.
rum debate -centered -
around three main topics.

* Technology. Is the plas-
ma gasification process pro-

osed by SEES a vizble one?

r. Lou Circeo ~ director of
" Plasma Research .ac- Georgia

" . Tech = argued that it is indeed
~ wviable, and in use around che

world.
“[ take some issue with
people saying its an unprov-
en technology,” he said. “I've
" been around gusifying since
1973.and done work in labo-
raroxl'i'é;s;iimur:g d;cc won;l;ll;od
“I. dont chink eve y
here is informed about. che
long-history" of the process.
+ Severalfstidies say it's the best
esgiavailable.
tisiFoi Veolia disagree.
ty'of Alabama chemi-
7 Eg{'qﬁ‘qfing professor
i B vEKinley informed
yeRatHiece that only two
Mhdinsesthe technology,
reflocated in Japan, and
' the, process on a
fricale than what

cratiOnE e Sai

form of incineration, but its
still incineration.” .

. Furcher, McKinley and
Veolin area manager Scott
Corley allege thac the environ-
meneal effects could be more

S

- citizens’."

hacmful than any risks cur-
rencly posed by a landfill by
raking solid waste and runing
it ino air pollurants. .

Plasma vice chairman of
research and rechnology Rod
Vera disagress. .

“Plasma has a long:history
of use in the cdleanup of haz-
ardous wastes,” he said. “The
waste will not end up in the
atmosphere.”

Vera also says the facility
will al$o not have some of the
negative aspects of Jandfills: .
aspeces like noise and smell.
representative Charles
Maoseley also said his compan
intends to conduct a 6-mon
feasibility study before con-
seruction on.the facilicy.

Environmental attorney

_ James Noles = representing

Veolia - sayé Plasmas infor-
mation is misleading.

“They (Plasrna) are looking .
fof you in St. Clair Coun
o be guinea pigs ‘for this

roject,” he said. “Basically,
It's a new, unproven technol-
ogy versus someching thats
proven and regulared.” |

» Cost. According Noles,
the contract signed by ‘the
county and S calls for
increased tipping fees, from

-$22 per ton (the current fee

charged by Veolia) to $37 per
ton. McKinley said Veolid's
tipping fees are fow, compared

. 10 the natignal average.

“The average fee in the
South is $35 per ton," he said.
“(Veolia’s contracr) is low even
for the region. Incineration
typically costs $60 per con.”

Noles added thac Veolia

ays- $200,000 per year in
'Eosrin fees for its currenc
ldndfills, and that revenue
would be lost if the amount of

bage processed there goes .

own., '

Mosecley said the $37 per

" ton figuse in the contract was

based on what they under-
stood to be current ti ‘fing
fees; and thae it could be
reworked to suic the county's

-needs. At previous meetings,
Moseley and ‘Vera informed
_various governing bodies that

PWR and SEES would guar-
antee citizens' garbage costs
for six years.

Vera said the facility would
bring in approximately - 504

high-paying jobs to the coun~:

t, while Moseley much of the*
revenue and benefit from the

process occurs “on the back -

end,” with the products and

energy thac can be produced -

through gasificacion, .

Mugseley told the ‘audience
that Veolia is “concerned with
their own finance, not

» Legali
by the

county and Plasma is an ille-,
gal one, as the county did*not

Eq: the service theough a lgal -
id process. Furcher, Plasrids -
insistencé that the congract |

could be re-negotiated left his
company “chasing a moving
mrget. .
‘All we're asking for here is
a level playing field,” he said.
“The cohtract doesnt speak
of a $100 million facilicy ~ it

speaks of a $120 million ficil- |

i:{. It doesn't speak in terms
of $22 per ton, buc $37 per
won” i

. Nolés ands
Veolia maincained Friday chat %
 the- agreemens signed

Fusthermore, Noles and
Veolia have alleged thar the

county is engaging in de fcto |

flow conrrol, already deemed .

illegal by the Supreme Court. |

It is illegal for che govern-
ment {o direct waste 1o a pri-

vate facility,” he said. “My cli- .

ent, Veolia, participated in the

bid process, won the bid and

was awarded a légal conmact
by the cities and the county.

That coneract comes up for

approval every thece years.”

*Moseley said the contract
. whs . pushed through quickly ..

" ini,an efforc to obtain a $20 =

- million federal grant that may

be available later chis year.
“We're naf going o spend
$1 million if we dont have a

conerace,” he said, “We have -

to work together with” the'cit-
ies and the county to-make it
all work,”

Representatives from both
sides said they would be ame-
nable o a partnership.

: $"We're nor here to Tpick
‘fights,” Plasma CEO Tercy

oore said. “We're happy w©

work with (Veolia)., |
“This is a

the students about how busi-

Eood lesson for

ness works: two sides thac dis-

agree can work together.”
-Veolia area manager Scott
-Corley agreed with Moore's
assesiment of the situation,
“We would've like ro have
known about it beforehand,”

he said. “Bur we're open o -

this kind of stuff, and we're

always researching new teche

nologies.”
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