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Environmental Protection Agency Targets Key Industries In 2015

BY JEFF Woon
AND STEVEN BURNS

The year 2015 o i con-
tentions one lor environmental ]Julil'_\,
as the US. Environmental Protection
'\1.1. ney (EPA) aims o cement key purts
of President Obama's legacy \L-'|]i[l'I|][r[||
houses of Congress—united nnder Re-
publican majoritics—seek to chart a dil-
lerent course, Industries the nation’s
waterways serve are at the top of EPA's
agenda

For starters, EPA will continue ef-
forts to reduce coal nsage domestical-
Iv and abroad. a\uﬂl:il:lu to industry
data, EPA initiatives in recent years—
such as the “Utility MACT” and the
“Cross-State Air Pollution Rule™—are
)|'.1_\iu;{ arole in the closure of at least
330 coul-fired units across 33 states,
If EPA path remains unimpeded by
Congress or the courts, additional ¢lo-
sures seem certain. By this summer,
EPA intends to issue regulations un

es to he

der section 111 of the Clean Air Acl to
substantially eut carbon dioxide (CO,)
L&) ||||\\|[i|l'\ !r”"l new ||||'| " \|q["|" ‘l‘ul!
lired power plants. In Dtumlur the
Administration will seck further re-
ductions in greenhouse gas emi
at the United Nations climate con
ence in Paris, France. Coal compunies
are also concerned about EPAs plans
this year to finalize new eflluent guide-
lines for coal-fired power plants.
American manufacturers are brac-
ing for EPA action that would impact
the siting and operation of industrial
and manufacturing facilities. In partic-
ular, EPA plans to tighten the air qual-
ity standard for ozone in 2013, even
rhnu;{h much of the nation does not
even meet the current ozone standard
set in 2008, With annual complianee
costs in the billions of dollars national
Iy, the new ozone rule could be among
the most expensive environ mental reg
ulations ever adopted, and is facing stilf
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opposition by the nation’s manufactur-
ers and business community. EPA also
intends to i|1||m-;|- new air sl:’uul.u's!.\ andl
I'I'L!lllilliul]) on illll][lill"ll! |||i\|l||J‘ill'lll['
ers and the fertilizer sector.

A top EPA priorily for the a -
ture community—another major o
tomer of the waterways industry—is
opposing the upcoming “Waters of the
United States™ rule. As the American
Farm Bureau and National Waterways
Conference demonstrated in written
comments to EPA last vear, this rle
would vastly ("q)antl 11-5{||]uh:1‘\' control
of wetlands and streams with limited
connection to “navigable” waterways.
That means restrictions or costly miti-
aation for otherwise lawful, economi-
[':I] |_\ [“'["Il](" .l\'l‘ HIY LR 1] ’.:lilllllillll!
and other areas, Farmers are also ¢lose-
Iy monitoring EPAS renewable fuel tar
aets for corn-based ethanol, which EPA
says it will issue later this vear.

\lll][ er |'|!|-|[H' user l]' our I‘dll‘]fl‘.
\\.:h rways—the  chemical  industry—
ing Congress to modermnize the
Substances Cantrol Act of 1976
CA) the federl law governing the
manufacture and use of chemicals in the

United States. Bipartisan TSCA legisla-
Hom was prapose li t year but e to
aain traction, The vear 2015 |lr|||"". much
improved odds. IT TSCA re thm is en-
acted, EPA would have a central role in
Lr.:llllu, new chemical u'u:l.‘hmu that,
it is hoped, would promote safer chemi-
eals while helping to enhance the glob-
al competitiveness of the US. chemical
industry,

By comparison, E

PA% agenda this vear
{or waterway carriers is less inten In
fact, most recent EPA rules aimed direct-
Iy at waterway companies have now be-
eome fully integrated with the industry’s
compliance programs, Nonetheless, at
least two areas of EPA action in 2015 di-
ru.-tl_\' impacting waterway operators de-
serve mention.

First, with regard to water discharges,
EPA will continue to administer the Ves-
sel General Permit (VGP), and with sev-
eral years of experience with the VGP
now hehind the industry, vessel operators
should be aware of the increased likeli-
hood of enforcement actions for viola
tions. In that n-;:.-ml. readers should L'{‘L']‘l
in mind that the VGP anmual reports are
due February 28, 2015,
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Additionally l"l’\ recently  pro-
w rule for electronic re-
recordkee ping This rule

E‘ll.\l'll aa
porting am
which could be linalized in 2015, may
add new mewsures to the existing VG
electranic reporting requirements. Tm-
portantly, The American
Operators is continuing to seck uni-
form national discharge standards (in-
cluding for ballast water)—a goal that
could he accomplished with the en
actment of the Vessel Incidental Dis-
charge Act (VIDA), While
recently extended the moratorium on
EPA regulation of small commercial
vessels, VIDA did not make it across
the finish line before the end of the
last Congress. There is, however, in
ereased optimism that VIDA will fare
better this vear. And just last week,
EPA proposed new requirements for
the use of dispersants when oil is re-
leased into oceans and waterways.

Second, with regard to diesel emis
sions, i'.nplu'I||('!|'..'i|iuu of marine die-
sel engine emissions standards is near
Illu "(Jllll]ll"’l()ll -“lll ||l(]‘l h("\ (El':l[l]il\l'N
have now passed. Beyond that, Diesel
Emissions Reduetion Act (DERA) pro
arams are an area of environmental fo-
cus for ports and vessel owners as DERA
funds can support voluntary diesc] en-
gine emissions reduction projects. He-
cent recipients of these funds inelude
the Alabama State Port \nl!ls:l'll_\' the
Port of Seattle, and the Southeast Mis-
souri Regional Planning Commission,
among athers.

Oceangoing  shipowners  will - also
continue preparing for EPAs Tier 3
emission standards that take effect in
2016, and new sulfur content restric
tioms for fuel used in o cangoing -;hip:-
went into effect this vear under MAR-
POL Annex VI

Ol inportant ey irominenbal is-
sues, perhaps ontside EPAS direct pur-
view, are worth [ollowing in the vear
ahead, such as control of .I!ill.l!it. in-
vasive species like the Asian i, the
impact of offshore wind production
on commercial navigation rnulu |
state-hased “no 1]Nh|'l'1 zomes” and
other restrictions that could hinder in
terstate navigation, Like
wise, a variety of lederal, state, and in-
ternational bodies will continue to focus
attention on issues related to climate
change prompling
actions that could present new regula-
tory challenges for the waterway indus
rl'_\l' 2015 and bevond i

As in vears past, members of Congress
need to hear from vou about the econom-
je—and ves, environmental—benelits of
waterway transportation, and how fed
eril agencies like EPA—that are under
the oversight of Congress—should seek
to strike the right balance between envi-
ranmental quality and economic activity,
Your customers in the eoal. chemicals, ag-
riculture, and manufacturing sectors will
likely appreciate vour support of their ef-
Torts as well

Jelf Weod previously serced as legal
counsel to U5, Sen. Jeff Sessions (R-AL)
anel as tn-house counsel at Ingram Ba
Company. Steven Burns currently serves
as Secretary and Counsel 1o the Nation-
al Waterways Conference, Both are attor-
neys with the law: firm of Balch & Bing-
lam LLP.
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Cm‘ps To Cut ()perating Hours At Two ]\'Iinneapn]is Locks

The St
nownced Janvary 9 that it will cut the
hours of operation at Lower 5t Anthony
Falls Lock and Dam and Lock and Dam
1 following the closure of Upper SL An
thony Falls Lock and Dam.

The hours of operation [or both locks
will be from 10a.m. to 8 p.m. The change
won't go into effect until Upper St. An
l‘.nul_\ |n|!\ and Dam is r'|ruu'||

Paul Engineer District, an-

a5 re-
guired by the Water Resources Reform

andd Development Act of 2004, The act
mandates that the lock be closed no later
than June 10.

The distriet had i\l'r-\'inu-.|_\ announnced
it would be considering reducing aperi
tioms at the two lacilities once the Upper
St Anthony Falls facility is closed

In the course of making the final de-
cision, Corps stall eviduated many fac
tors, including a \'il_"ui.‘ii .|||I1_\ higher-than-
average number of lock closure davs the

past bwo years, impacts to stall, environ-

mental concerns, navigation inclustry con-
cerns and the impending closure of the
Upper St Anthony Falls Lock and Dam
Lo navigation,

Level of service determinations are
reviewed on an annual | I actual
usage trends in future years are differ-
ent from what is anticipated, the les
el of service iy be :i(l_illnlu'll._ the dis-
trict said,

Ausis,

Burns Harbor
(CoNTINUED t Pace 5

Project Cargoes Shine

The ]:c::t continues o serve as u pre
ferred inland hub for large dimension-
al  specialty
tanks, wind turhines and fuel processing
equipment, In 2014, 29 beer fermenta
tion tanks, each with over 20.000-gallon
capacity, were shipped from Germany
through the port to Lagunitas Brewing

cargoes,  including  beer

Company in Chicago—one of the largest
craft breweries in the US

The port also received an 855,000-pound
project cargo \]li]mu'lll via barge that con-
tained a fuel processing unit |1
ported from Oklahoma to Ohio. The entire
it was off-loaded at the ports specialized
Ro-Ro dock, which is used to roll-on and
roll-off specially-designed trailers: that are
toa large or cumbersome for cranes.

Two port companies announced ma
Jor expansions in 2014: NLMK invested

£8 million to expand its steel mini-mill
operation, and Carmeuse Lime & Stone
pumped 511 million into its limestone
processing facil ity

Established in 1961, the Ports of Indi
ana is a sell-funded enterprise dedicated
to growing Indianas ECONOTY ||_~ devel-
oping and maintaining a world-class port
system. Muaritime operations at the Port
of Indiana-Burns Harbor generate $4.3
hillion per year in economic activity and
support 33,000 total jH]I.‘G.

MARINE HEATERS WITH PROVEN VALUE

We did a major makeover of our Thermecon®
marine heaters in 2012, As a result a number

of barge owners have recognized their value.

So we have heen busy huilding these heaters

for their new barges.

over, if you have other preferences, we can
address those too.

We employ eight qualified technicians ready to

provide on-site service. Moreover, we have live
support by phone free of charge.

Remember, we offer heaters interchangeable

with others commonly used on barges. And we
can use componentis identical to those used on
other brands—if that is what you need. More-

HEATEC.,INC.
5200 WILSON RD » CHATTANO!

GA, TN

an Astec Industries Company
37410 USA B800.235.5200 » FAX 423.821.7673

Please contact us today to discuss
your needs. Ask about our Therme-
con marine heaters.
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